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The College Bells 
by Rodolpho Sipp, arranged and adapted for band by Patrick Bolton 

Prelude Fanfare 
by Patrick Bolton 

Hail Christian Brothers 
by Ralph Hale, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

This is the Day 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Lord Have Mercy 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Glory to God in the Highest 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Alleluia 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Bless This House 
Lyrics by Helen Taylor, Music by May Brahe, arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male choir by Michael Williams 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Mystery of Faith 
by Patrick Bolton, arranged for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Great Amen 
by Patrick Bolton, arranged for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Lamb of God 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Take and Eat 
by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 

Brothers Rejoice 

by Br. Vincent Malham, FSC, adapted and arranged for band by Patrick Bolton, for male chorus by Michael Williams 



 The Brother Vincent Mass was commissioned by Chris Fay, Principal of Christian Brothers High School, in 

2012. The Mass was written to be the official Mass of Christian Brothers High School, and would be performed by 

the band and choir during the school assembly Masses held throughout the year.  When composing the work, I 

wanted to incorporate traditions of CBHS, compose a work that was easy to perform for the students, and 

encourage the student body to sing and take a more active role in the Mass while building pride and tradition.  

 While searching for inspirational material I came across the songbook written by several Christian Brothers 

entitled This is the Day. In it were many compositions by Brother Vincent Malham, FSC, former President of 

Christian Brothers University in Memphis and a renowned concert pianist. Br. Vincent was a very inspirational 

Brother to all those that he encountered and had a strong passion for the arts.  Br. Vincent was suddenly taken 

away from us on May 2, 2008 in a tragic car accident.  The Christian Brothers Band performed at his funeral. In 

memory of the life of Br. Vincent, I began using his works as root material in the composition, including his Mass 

of Thanksgiving and the hymns This is the Day, Take and Eat, and Brothers Rejoice.   

 The Mass opens with The College Bells, written by Rodolpho Sipp in 1869 for piano.  Sipp was the piano 

professor at the Lasallian Pass Christian College in Mississippi.  He dedicated the work to Br. Isaiah, the Principal 

of the school, and it was during this time that Br. Maurelian was serving as Vice Principal at Pass Christian.  Br. 

Maurelian would go on to become the founder of Christian Brothers College in Memphis and the founder of the 

Christian Brothers Band.  Ultimately, after Yellow Fever hit and thirteen brothers were taken by the plague, the 

school at Pass Christian closed. The College Bells incorporates many sounds that one would hear on the campus, 

including bells tolling and birdsong.  In my arrangement of this piece, I took the first section, the section that 

emulates the bells on the campus, and scored it for band.  Church bells may be tolled during this movement to calm 

down the student body and prepare them for worship, while reflecting upon the global community of the Christian 

Brothers. 



The Prelude Fanfare incorporates many themes from the Mass, and opens into Hail Christian Brothers, the 

Christian Brothers High School Alma Mater.  The Christian Brothers Alma Mater was written and adopted around 

1948 when the high school was located on East Parkway, back when the school was known as CBC.  The music 

and lyrics were written by Ralph Hale, Band Director of Christian Brothers from 1947 -1983.  The lyrics were 

modified to accommodate the change from Christian Brothers College to Christian Brothers High School.  

 

We gather here, our voices now profess, 

Hail Christian Brothers, our Alma Mater blessed. 

Saint De La Salle, your vision long preserve; 

Our God and our country, as brothers we shall serve. 

This is the Day serves as the opening hymn. The lyrics have been modified from four verses to three to 

reflect the students of Christian Brothers more than the Christian Brothers themselves. Br. Vincent wrote five parts 

to his Mass of Thanksgiving: Lord Have Mercy; Glory to God in the Highest; Alleluia; Holy, Holy, Holy; and 

Lamb of God. The music and lyrics have now been updated for the new translation of the Mass.  The Mystery of 

Faith and Great Amen were composed using the recurring melodic themes of the Mass of Thanksgiving.     

 Bless This House, the Christian Brothers High School Hymn, was incorporated as the offertory hymn.  Bless 

This House, lyrics by Helen Taylor and music by May Brahe, was adopted in the 1950s by Ralph Hale and has 

been performed every year at the CBHS Band Spring Concert and CBHS Graduation. The communion hymn is 

Take and Eat, and the Brother Vincent Mass closes with an arrangement of Brothers Rejoice. The first half of the 

hymn has been retained and repeated to add a new second verse that concludes with the Christian Brothers slogans: 

Signum Fide, Sign of Faith.  Indivisa Manent, Forever Undivided. 

Saint de La Salle, pray for us and live Jesus in our hearts forever!               

Patrick Bolton, 2013 



Brother Vincent Malham was an alumnus of Christian Brothers University, and also held a B.A. in English from 

St. Mary’s University in Winona, MN, a Master of Music in choral conducting from Washington University in St. 

Louis and the Doctor of Music in music education from Laval University in Quebec, Canada. 

Early in his career, Brother Vincent held various teaching and leadership positions. He joined CBU in 1973 as a 

member of the CBU faculty, where she taught Music and was dean of the Faculty of Arts (now the School of Arts) 

from 1981-1987. From 1990-1995 he held the position of Provincial Superior of the St. Louis Province of Christian 

Brothers.  

An accomplished pianist, Brother Vincent’s musical career included experience as a teacher, composer, conductor, 

and performer. From 1970 to 1998 he performed in the United States, Europe, Asia, Australia, and the Middle East 

with the late Brother Laurence Walther. Representing the international Lasallian educational family, the “Brothers 

in Concert” presented over 100 programs of duo-piano and vocal music to audiences of various backgrounds and 

cultures. 

In 1996 he began teaching English and Music at Bethlehem University in Bethlehem. He was named Vice 

Chancellor (CEO) at Bethlehem University in 1997 and became President in 1998, serving in that position until 

July 1, 2005. Throughout his tenure at Bethlehem and afterward, he was a strong voice for peace and reconciliation 

in the Middle East. 

Brother Vincent became President of Christian Brothers University in 2005 and served in that position until his 

death in an automobile accident in 2008. During his all-too-brief tenure at CBU, Brother Vincent oversaw the 

University’s largest capital project in more than a decade with the new construction and expansion of the CBU 

Science Complex. He also spearheaded the renovations of the University Theater and campus housing, along with 

numerous other campus improvements and beautification efforts. His guidance led to a number of new degree 

programs and expanded the University’s scope in academic offerings, including a graduate degree in Catholic 

studies and undergraduate programs in biomedical science and studio art. 


